
“‘A democratic society rests, for its continuance, upon the healthy, well-rounded growth of young people into full maturity as citizens, with all 
that implies.’ Thus, ‘the whole community’ has an interest ‘that children be both safeguarded from abuses and given opportunities for growth 

into free and independent well-developed citizens.’” -Justice Warren Burger, Santosky v. Kramer

For further questions, please contact Diane Redleaf at 708-927-8169 or diane@letgrow.org or 
Meghan Raynes at (303) 898-1716 or meghan@siegelpa.com

Let Our Kids Grow—Support HB 20-1147!
Sponsors: Rep. Janet Buckner (D) and Rep. Kim Ransom (R)

Colorado children need and deserve reasonable independence and
 Colorado parents need freedom to make decisions in the best interests of their children 

How HB 20-1147 Works
HB 20-1147 clarifies that Colorado kids and parents have the flexibility to do every day things by tightening the definition of neglect to 
be more specific, giving families across the state the option, if they so choose, to let children:

Travel to and from school, including by walking, running, or bicycling
Travel to and from nearby commercial or recreational facilities
Engage in outdoor play
Be home alone for a reasonable amount of time 
Remain for less than fifteen (15) minutes in a vehicle if the temperature inside the vehicle is not or will not become 
dangerously hot or cold
Engage in a similar independent activity

HB 20-1147 allows parents to make these family decisions and determine when their child is “of sufficient maturity, physical condition, 
and mental abilities to avoid substantial risk of physical harm.”

HB 20-1147 also clarifies that neglect is the denial of “necessary” care to a child and creating an environment that is obviously injurious 
to his or her welfare. 

Together we can fix this for Colorado kids and parents and re-establish the 
balance between the freedom to be a kid and protecting children

Why HB 20-1147 Is Necessary

◦ Good, caring families can be swept up unnecessarily into the 
criminal justice and/or child welfare systems for giving their 
kids—either by choice or necessity—reasonable opportunities for 
independence

◦ Colorado families report feeling fearful that authorities will stop 
them if they let their children walk to school or play outside and 
want a clearer law that balances their freedom to make decisions 
for their families and protects all Colorado children

◦ There is a disproportionate impact from over-broad neglect laws 
on low-income individuals and Communities of Color

◦ Exposing children to manageable, independent experiences helps 
them develop problem-solving skills, become healthier and happier 
both physically and mentally, learn responsibility, decision-making 
and resourcefulness, and eventually become more resilient adults


